
 
Daily Coronavirus Update: May 13, 5 PM 

Congressman David Trone (MD6) 
 

Stats @ 5 PM 

With increased testing capacity coming online in Maryland, Governor Larry Hogan will track trends in 
hospitalizations and ICU beds for indicators on when to proceed with steps to fully reopen the state. 

              

        

    MD6 today: MoCo (7,283), Fred.(1,302), Wash.(287), Allegany (149), Garrett (6). 

      

 MD reports 1,694 total deaths (MD Dept. of Health).  

As of 5 PM today, the United States had recorded 1,385,639 total confirmed cases and 83,648 deaths due to 
Coronavirus (JHU). 
 

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


Federal Updates  
 
● Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell urged the White House and Congress to spend more money to 

ensure their initial response to the coronavirus-induced economic downturn isn’t squandered. “There is a 
growing sense that the recovery may come more slowly than we would like…and that may mean that it’s 
necessary for us to do more,” Mr. Powell said Wednesday during an online speech and question-and-answer 
session. He warned that, with revenues depressed for longer, waves of business bankruptcies could follow, 
risking a much slower pace of improvement in the job market. “Additional fiscal support could be costly but 
worth it if it helps avoid long-term economic damage and leaves us with a stronger recovery,” Mr. Powell 
said. (Reported by The Wall Street Journal.) 

● The Trump administration plans to name Moncef Slaoui, the former head of GlaxoSmithKline Plc’s vaccines 
division, and Gustave Perna, a four-star U.S. general, to lead a Manhattan Project-style effort to develop a 
vaccine for the novel coronavirus. The initiative, known as Operation Warp Speed, will pull together private 
pharmaceutical companies, government agencies, and the military to try to cut the development time for a 
vaccine by as much as eight months, according to two people familiar with the matter. The goal is to 
produce 300 million doses of a Covid-19 vaccine by the end of the year, hastening development by 
simultaneously testing many different candidates and beginning production before they’ve completed 
clinical trials. (Reported by Bloomberg Government) 

Maryland Updates 
 
● Gov. Larry Hogan today announced in a press conference and twitter that, effective 5 PM this Friday, 

Maryland will lift its stay-at-home order and move to a “safer-at-home” public health advisory. Under this 
Stage One of the ‘Maryland Strong: Roadmap to Recovery,’ retail stores may open at 50 percent capacity, as 
can personal services like barber shops and hair salons, but by appointment only, as well as houses of 
worship, again at 50 percent capacity or less.  (See the revised executive order and interpretive guidance.) 

Backstopping the decision, the governor said that Maryland “has achieved the 14-day trend of plateauing 
and declining numbers.” After talking with many county leaders, Hogan said he will allow local communities 
to control decisions for timing on re-openings, noting that Montgomery and Prince George Counties, among 
other more densely populated regions, have higher infection rates and concerns. In the National Capital 
Region today, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser extended the city’s stay at home order through June 8, and Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam announced that Northern Virginia counties would remain under stay-at-home 
orders for another two weeks, while other regions of the state start to reopen on Friday. The number of 
known novel coronavirus cases in the greater Washington region is approaching 70,000, and more than 
3,000 people have died of covid-19 according to The Washington Post.  

District Updates 
● Montgomery County 

a. Wednesday morning the Maryland Department of Health reported 7,283 cases of COVID-19 in 
Montgomery County, which is an increase of 153 cases from the 7,130 reported Tuesday. According 
to the health department, 386 county residents have died from COVID-19. This is an increase of 13 
deaths since Tuesday. The number of probable deaths is 36. There have been 1,936 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 and 294 deaths in Montgomery County nursing homes and assisted living facilities 
according to the Maryland Department of Health numbers released Wednesday. The numbers 
include staff and residents of the facilities. The cases have increased by 28 percent and the deaths 
by 35 percent since Wednesday, May 6. 

b. Montgomery County’s Board of Education voted to give high school seniors the option of either 
taking a letter grade, or getting a “pass” or “incomplete” for the fourth quarter. And, if they opt for 
the letter grade, the plan is to increase that by one letter grade. The idea, said members of the 
board, was to “do no harm” at a time when students, teachers and their parents faced uncertainty 
as the spread of the new coronavirus became a pandemic. 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/powell20200513a.htm
https://www.wsj.com/articles/powell-says-washington-will-need-to-spend-more-to-battle-downturn-11589374832?mod=nwsrl_economy&cx_refModule=nwsrl
https://www.bgov.com/core/news/#!/articles/QAAC22T0AFB4
https://twitter.com/govlarryhogan?lang=en
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Gatherings-SIXTH-AMENDED-5.13.20.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/OLC-Interpretive-Guidance-COVID19-14.pdf
https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/Situational-Update-Presentation_051320.pdf
https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/Situational-Update-Presentation_051320.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/05/08/coronavirus-dc-maryland-virginia-tips-information/?arc404=true
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/05/08/coronavirus-dc-maryland-virginia-tips-information/?arc404=true


c. Prior to Gov. Hogan’s announcement, on Montgomery County delegate was expressing concern that 
it is “way too soon” to reopen at all. “What we don’t want to see is a second spike,” Del. Kirill Reznik 
told WTOP’s Hillary Howard Tuesday. Under the coronavirus recovery plan outlined by Gov. Larry 
Hogan last month, activities identified as “low risk,” such as opening of small businesses where 
stores could offer curbside pickup, could resume. 

d. The Montgomery County Recreation Department and the Parks Department announced in separate 
statements Wednesday all of its summer camps are canceled because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Refunds are being processed to anyone who has registered. According to Carmen Berrios Martinez, 
a spokesperson for the Recreation Department, about 6,500 people had registered for 2020 summer 
recreation camps. Melissa Chotiner, a spokesperson for the Parks Department, said the Parks 
Department had about 3,500 campers registered for its summer camps. 

e. The antiretroviral drug proven to help with COVID-19, Remdesivir, is being delivered to hospitals in 
Montgomery County, County Health Officer and Chief of Public Health Services Dr. Travis Gayles said 
at a virtual media briefing Wednesday. On May 6, Gov. Larry Hogan announced that 1,600 doses 
were donated to Maryland and would immediately be deployed to Montgomery and Prince 
George’s counties. Hogan said Remdesivir is the only drug proven in a clinical study to help with 
COVID-19. Gayles said the deliveries to hospitals began early this week, based on need. The thought 
is that administering the drug to a COVID-19 patient early on will keep them from developing more 
severe symptoms and needing a higher level of care, Gayles said. 
 

● Frederick County 
a. After nearly two months of being closed due to the coronavirus, SoldierFit Frederick will start to 

offer outdoor classes next week, but limit them to 10 people per class. Gov. Larry Hogan initially 
included allowing gyms to hold outdoor classes in the first phase of the “Reopen Maryland” plan, 
which has yet to go into effect. But his order amendment on May 6 approved “outdoor fitness 
instruction” in addition to other activities like golf, tennis and fishing. While the change went into 
effect last Thursday, gyms such as SoldierFit and Frederick-based MAD Fitness waited so they could 
develop a plan to safely implement outdoor classes. 

b. Approximately 85 percent of Frederick County COVID-19 deaths are residents of nursing homes, 
according to recently released nursing home data. Frederick County has a total of 440 confirmed 
cases of the disease caused by SARS-CoV-2 in nursing home staff and residents, according to data 
released by the Maryland Department of Health Wednesday. New data on active cases in long term 
facilities is released each Wednesday by the state health department. There have been 63 deaths in 
long-term care facility residents in the county, according to the data. However, the most recent list 
of long-term care facilities does not include Heartfields Assisted Living at Frederick, which has at 
least four deaths related to COVID-19. HeartFields was removed because there are no longer active 
cases at the facility, said Maryland Department of Health spokesman Charlie Gischlar. 
 

● Washington County 
a. After reviewing Gov. Larry Hogan’s “Maryland Strong: Roadmap to Recovery” and consulting with 

the National Park Service and local government and health officials, the Maryland Symphony 
Orchestra has determined that the 35th annual Salute to Independence scheduled for July 4 at 
Antietam National Battlefield cannot be held, according to a news release from Michael Harp, 
director of marketing and public relations for the orchestra.  

b. Downtown Hagerstown is the location for the next free milk distribution sponsored by the 
Washington County Farm Bureau as a way to help consumers in need as well as the farming 
economy. On the heels of a giveaway of 2,100 gallons of the dairy product last week, the farming 
organization has arranged for another distribution May 23 in the parking lot adjacent to the 
Washington County Transit Transfer Center at 123 W. Franklin St. Free milk will be available from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., or until 2,100 gallons of milk have been distributed. 

c. Hagerstown's bulk trash program is to resume on May 20, according to a news release from the city. 
Collections had been suspended for several weeks due to health and safety concerns related to the 



novel coronavirus pandemic, the release states. The program allows residents a convenient and 
inexpensive option to get rid of bulky items that can't be put out with the regular trash.  

 
● Allegany County 

a. The Board of County Commissioners of Allegany County has reopened an assistance fund 
established for small businesses affected by the coronavirus pandemic. The COVID-19 Small Business 
Assistance Fund, established in March, has provided more than $109,000 so far. 

b. The 167th Airlift Wing will honor frontline COVID-19 responders Wednesday with a flyover of 
hospitals in the region as part of the Department of the Air Force’s Operation American Resolve. A 
167th AW C-17 Globemaster III aircraft will fly over Berkeley Medical Center, Martinsburg, West 
Virginia; Meritus Medical Center, Hagerstown; War Memorial Hospital, Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia; UPMC Western Maryland; Potomac Valley Hospital, Keyser, West Virginia; Grant Memorial 
Hospital, Petersburg, West Virginia; Hampshire Memorial Hospital, Romney, West Virginia; 
Winchester Medical Center, Winchester, Virginia; Jefferson Medical Center, Ranson, West Virginia; 
and the Martinsburg Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

c. Local high school seniors will have a chance to cross a stage and receive a diploma, but their 
graduation experience will be remarkably different from any Allegany County Public Schools 
ceremony in the past. According to a letter and graduation instruction list from Interim 
Superintendent Jeff Blank, if conditions allow, seniors will receive their diploma the week of May 18 
and bring it with them to a partly drive-thru ceremony. Each student will be permitted one car from 
which they will exit with their diploma, walk to a designated area between Blank and each school’s 
principal, and have their photo taken. 
 

● Garrett County 
a. The Garrett County Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the Garrett County Health 

Department, Garrett Regional Medical Center, Garrett County Economic Development, Garrett 
County Community Action Committee and business owners/operators, formed the Economic 
Recovery Task Force and developed the “Garrett County Roadmap to Reopening: Best Practices for 
Businesses & Attractions. The task force reviewed dozens of plans and guidelines provided by other 
states and communities, industry associations, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
White House, National Governors Association and the American Enterprise Institute. 

b.  The owners of the Savage River Lodge near Frostburg plan to award 50 people a one-night stay as 
their way of saying thanks to those who have stepped up to help others during the COVID-19 
outbreak. Mike Dreisbach and Jan Russell said they were inspired by a quote from the late Fred 
Rogers. “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, 
‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping,’” Mr. Rogers said. 

c. Garrett County high school seniors will receive their diplomas in person this year, Superintendent 
Barbara Baker said Tuesday. “We will be hosting an in-person, modified graduation” at Garrett 
College, Baker told the board of education. No dates or details have been announced yet, as the 
graduation committee is meeting this week to finalize plans as Gov. Larry Hogan was expected to 
detail Maryland’s reopening process from the COVID-19 outbreak. 


